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— — — — Venena bibuntur. Jor. ™ 
232 O THING is more natural, than fot)the 
sy? quacks of all profeffions to recommend their 
es wares to thofe perfons, who are moft likely 

2 to ftand in need of them. Thus Mrs. Giles 
= very properly acquaints the fair. fex, that 
fhe fells her fine compound for taking off fuperfluous hairs 





at a guinea an ounce: and ladies of quality are conftantly 
informed, where they may be furnifhed with the neweft 
brocades, or the choiceft variety of Che/fea China figures 
for deferts. It is very neceflary that the Beau Monde fhould 
be acquainted, that Eau de Luce is prepared here in Enge 
land, the fame as at Paris: but I muft own, I was very much 


furprifed at feeing repeated advertifements in the papers 
5 0 from 
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ftom the Rich Cordial Warehoufe, introduced by an addrefs 
« To THE Peopie OF FAsuion.” I cannot but look 
upon this as a libel on our perfons of diftinction, and I know 
not whether it may not be conftrued into /candalum 
magnatum ; as it tacitly infinuates, that our Right Honour- 
ables are no better than Dram-drinkers. 


Tuere is a well-known ftory of the famous Rabelais, 
that having a mind to impofe on the curiofity of his 
landlord, he filled feveral vials with an innocent liquor, 
and directed them with—Poifon for the King,—Poifon 
for the Dauphin, —Poifon for the Prime Minifter, —and 
for all the principal courtiers. The fame might be faid of 
thefe Rich Cordial Liquors, which, however they may 
recommend themfelves to the Pedple of Fathion by their 
foreign titles and extration, are to be confidered as poifons 
in mafquerade: and inftead of the pompous names of Eau 
@’Or, Eau Divine, and the like, I would have labels fixed 
on the bottles (in imitation of Rabelais) with— Poifon 
for my Lord Duke, —Poifon for the Vifcount, — Poifon 
for the Countefs. 


We live, indeed, in fo polite an age, that nothing goes 
down with us, but what is. either imported from France 
and: Italy, or dignified with a foreign appellation. Our 
drefs muft be entirely @ la mode de Paris; and I will ven- 
ture. to enfure great fuccefs to the Monfeur taylor, who tells 
us in the:public papers, that he has juft been to France to 
fee the neweft fafhions. A dinner is. not worth eating, if 
not ferved up by a French cook; our wines are of the fame 
country; and the Dram-drinkers of fafhion comfort their 
fpirits with Rich Cordials. from Chamberry, Neuilly, and 

I Tle de Rbe. A plain man ‘muft undoubtedly {mile at the 
alluring names, which are given to many of them ; nor‘is it 
poffible 
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poffible to guefs at their compofition from their title. The 
virtues, as well as the intent, of Viper Water may be well 
known: but who would imagine, that Flora Granata or 
Belle de Nuit fhould be intended only to fignify a dram? | 
For my own part, I fhould rather have taken Mara/quino 
for an Itakan fiddler, and have concluded that Yacomoncodt 
was no other than an Opera-finger. 


Bur Dram-drinking, however different in the phrafe, is 
the fame.in practice, in every ftation of life; and fipping 
Rich Cordials is no lefs deteftable, than in the vulgar idiom _ 
Bunging your Eye, What fignifies it, whether we muddle 
with Eau de Millefleurs.or Plain Anifeed? or whether we 
fetch our drams from the Rich Cordial Warehoufe, or the 
Blackamoor and Golden Still? The lady of St. Sames’s, 
who paints her face with frequent applications of Coffee or 
Chocolate Water, looks as hideous as the trollop of St. Giles’s, 
who has laid on the fame colours by repeated half-quarterns 
of Gin Royal, There are many cuftoms among the great, 
which are alfo practifed by the lower fort of people: and if 
perfons of futhion muft wrap up their drams in the difguife 
of a variety of fpecious titles, in this too they are rivalled 
by the vulgar. Madam Gin has been chriftened by as 
many names as a German princefs: every petty chandler’s 
fhop will fell you Sky-blue, and every night-cellar furnith 
you with Holland Tape, three yards a penny. » Nor can I 
fee the difference between. Oi/ of Venus, Spirit of Adonis, 
Parfait Amcur, for the ufe of our quality, and what 
among the vulgar is called Cupid's Bye-water, Strip me 
naked, and Lay me down foftly. 


To thefe elegant and genteel appellations it is, indeed, 
chiefly owing, that Drams are not confined merely to the 
vulgar, but are in efteem among all ranks of people, and 
7 efpecially 
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efpecially aniong the ladies! _Many’ a good_woman,' who 
would ftart at the mention of Strong Waters, Cannot conceive 
there can be‘any harm in a°Cordial. And as: the. fair fex 
are more pafticularly fubject to a depreffion of fpirits, it is 
no wonder that they fhould convert their apothecaries fhops 
into Rich Cordial Warehoufes, and take Drams by way 
of phyfick; as the common people make Gin ferve for meat, 
drink, and cloaths. The ladies perhaps may not be aware, 
that every time they have recourfe to their Hartfhorn or 
Lavender Drops, to drive away the vapours, they in effeé 
take a Dram ; and they may be affured, that their Cholie, 
Surfeit, and Plague Waters are ‘to be ranked amiong fpiti- 
tuous liquors, ‘as well as the common ftuff at the Gin-fhop. 
The College of Phyficians, in their laft review of the Lendon 
Difpenfatory, for-this very reafon expelled the Strong Water 
generally known by the foothing name of Hyfteric Water; 
becaufe it was a lure to the female fex to dram it by autho- 
rity, and to get tipfy fecundiim artem. . 


Ir any of my fair readers have at all given into this per- 
nicious practice of Dram-drinking, I muft intreat them to 
leave it off betimes, before it has taken fuch hold of them, 
as they can never fhake off. For the defire of Drams fteals 
upon them, and grows to be habitual, by imperceptible 
degrees: as thofe, who are accuftomed to take opiates, are 
obligedto encreafe the dofe gradually, and. at lait ‘cannot 
fleep without it. The following letter may ferve to convince 
‘them of the deplorable fituations of a lady, who covers her 


drinking under the pretence of mending her conftitution. 


Mr. TOWN! 
: ee the misfortune-to be miarried toa poor fickly 
-& creature,’ who labours under a complication of diforders, 
atid which nothing can relieve: but a continued’ courfé of 


Strong 
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Strong Liquors; though poor woman! fhe would. not elfe 
touch a Dram: for the world. . Sometimes,; the, is , vio- 
lently troubled with the tooth-ach ; and then . fhe is o- 
bliged to: hold a. glafs of Rum, in her mouth,.to numb 
the pain: at other times fhe is feized with, a racking 
fit of the cholic, and nothing will fo foon, give her: eafe 
as feme right Holland's Gin.. She. has the gout: in her 
conftitution ; and whenever fhe feels a twitch.of it, the 
only thing is fheer Brandy to keep it from her head: but 
this is fometimes too cold for her, and fhe is forced to drive 
it out of her ftomach with true Jrif) Ufquebaugh. She is 
never free from the vapours, notwithftanding fhe is conti- 
nually drinking Hartfhorn and water: and ever fince fhe 
mifcarried, fhe is fo hyfterical.in the night time, that the 
never lies without a Cordial-Water bottle by her bedfide. I 
have paid’ the apothecary about fifty pounds for her, inone 
year, and his bill is laced down with nothing but Drops, 
Pepper Mint Water, and the Cordial Draught repeated. 


Her very dict muft always be made heartening, other- 
wife it will do her no good. Tea would make her low- 
fpirited, except fhe was to qualify every difh with a large 
fpoonfulof Rum. She has a glafs of Mountain with Bitters 
an hour before dinner to create an appetite: and her ftomach 
is fo poor, that when fhe is at table, fhe muft force every 
bit down with a glafs of Madeira. We ufually have a tiff 
of punch together in the evening: but the acid would 
gripe her, and the water keep her awake all the night, if 
it was not made comfortable with more than an equal por- 
tion of Spirit, 


BuT notwithftanding the grievous complaints fhe hourly 
labours under, fhe is very hale; and her complexion is, to 
5 P all 
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all appearance, as healthy and florid, as 2 milk-maid’s : except 
indeed, that her nofe and forehead are fubject to red pimples, 
blotches, and breakings out, which the apothecary tells: me 
are owing to a kind of dn acrimonious humour in her blood. 
For my part, confidering the quantity of combuftibles the 
continually pours down, I fhould imagine the fire inher 
' ftomach would kindle a flame in her countenafice; and I 
fhould not worider if her face looked as horrible, ‘as thofe 
who hang over a bow! of burnt Brandy at Snap-Dragon. 















I. am, 
SIR, 
-. Your humble fervant, 


TIMOTHY NOGGAN. 





Printed for R. BALD WIN, at the Rofe in Pater-noGer Row; where 
may be had the Firft Volume complete, or any odd Numbers, 


